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MID-COLUMBIA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2017  
4:00 p.m. 

MCEDD Office and Teleconference 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
In Person:  Ken Bailey, Bill Schmitt, Bob Hamlin, Gary Thompson, Rod Runyon and Eric Proffitt 
Teleconference: Jan Brending and Bob Benton 
Absent: Rex Johnston 
Staff:  Sherry Bohn, Jessica Metta and Amanda Hoey  
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
Jan Brending called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  A quorum was present. 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES: 
Bob Hamlin moved to approve the April 5, 2017 Executive Committee meeting minutes.  Eric 
Proffitt seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Amanda Hoey presented the April 2017 financial reports.  Amanda reported that the trend of higher 
loan fund cash and lower Loans Receivable continues.  She noted however, that a loan was recently 
funded for $150,000 and several others are expected to close soon. 
 
Amanda reported that the Operations Budget vs. Actual for April report reflects differences in both 
revenue and expense categories.  She reported that with the lower than anticipated revenue, 
expenses are also lower than expected. Amanda reported that the current loss for MCEDD’s loan 
programs is $9,218.58 (without the Attainable Housing program’s loss of $2,566.76). 
 
Bill Schmitt moved to accept the financial report as presented.  Rod Runyon seconded the motion.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
  
UPDATED TITLE VI AND LEP PLAN: 
Amanda Hoey reported that as a recipient of federal funds, MCEDD is required to adopt a Limited 
English Proficiency (LEP) plan. She noted that USDA Rural Development Washington had 
established a deadline for compliance of September 1, 2017.  Amanda reported that MCEDD has an 
established Title VI plan (last updated in 2015) that includes an LEP section. Amanda stated that in 
order to ensure it is broadly applicable and meets all requirements, staff proposes an update to the 
Title VI plan and to pull out the LEP plan into a new document given the additional information 
which must be included. Amanda requested the committee review the policy document and make a 
recommendation to the full MCEDD Board for adoption. 
 

Discussion:  Bob Hamlin asked where the notifications are posted.  Amanda 
explained where they are posted in the MCEDD office and on the website. 

 
Bob Hamlin moved to recommend to the MCEDD Board adoption of the updated Title VI and LEP 
Plan as presented.  Bill Schmitt seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
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NADO BUDGET ANALYSIS: 
Amanda Hoey reported that the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) 
released a special comprehensive budget report to analyze the proposed President’s budget. She 
reported that staff also participated in a NADO webinar which discussed the budget process and 
anticipated implications.  Amanda reported that key takeaways from the proposed budget which 
could impact the region and the agency if they were to be implemented in a final budget included:  

• Proposed elimination of the US Economic Development Administration  
• Proposed elimination of the Community Development Block Grant program  
• Significant reductions in USDA rural development funding. 

 
Amanda noted that Congress has the ultimate authority on the budget and NADO provided a 
recommendation to its members to pass a resolution that will allow them to react quickly to 
modifications within the budget process. She noted that the resolution could react to the proposed 
cuts or state support of the programs that are important on a regional and local level. She 
recommended a resolution stating support for USDA Rural Development, US Economic 
Development Administration and Community Development Block Grant programs. 
 
Amanda reported that following the budget analysis report, NADO also circulated a letter from the 
National Rural Housing Coalition. She reported that the coalition is keeping the letter open through 
June 9th for organizations to sign but she does not recommend signing on as MCEDD cannot 
modify the language in the letter.  
 
Amanda also reported that NADO indicated they have a good advocacy packet that they will 
circulate and that staff recommends a review of that packet and possible modifications to 
MCEDD’s purposes once the packet is released.  
 

Discussion:  Ken Bailey stated his support of the resolution.  Bill Schmitt expressed 
his support of the resolution.  Jan Brending stated that without infrastructure funding 
there cannot be any economic development.  Ken Bailey stated that it was important 
for infrastructure support for rural America. Rod Runyon stated that rural America 
infrastructure were the key words.  Bob Hamlin asked how strong of a lobbying arm 
did NADO have.  Amanda explained NADO’s advocacy efforts.  

 
Committee consensus was to recommend to the MCEDD Board of Directors to pass a resolution 
stating support for USDA Rural Development, US Economic Development Administration and 
Community Block Grant programs. Staff will draft the resolution to present at the next board 
meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT: 
Amanda Hoey reported that staff had prepared a proposed privacy policy that was needed for the 
MCEDD website update.  She requested the board discuss and recommend for adoption to the 
MCEDD board as part of the consent agenda.  
 
Bob Hamlin moved to recommend the privacy policy for adoption to the MCEDD board as part of 
the consent agenda.  Gary Thompson seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Amanda reported that staff had received a request from the Port of Cascade Locks for a letter of 
support for an application they are submitting to the EDA for a feasibility study on the City Airport 
property to determine the highest use.   
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Bob Hamlin moved to write a letter of support for the project. Bob Benton seconded. Motion passed 
with six in favor and one opposed (Bailey).  
 

Ken Bailey stated that the support should come from Hood River County.  Bob 
Benton noted the importance of this project to Cascade Locks. Bob Hamlin discussed 
the land constraints throughout the region. Bob Benton discussed the need for 
housing. 

 
Amanda reported that the Columbia River Gorge Oregon Investment Board approved a $24,500 
loan to Celilo Paddle Company. They also approved a $63,000 loan to Root and Cane Vineyard 
Services.  She reported that the MCEDD Loan Administration Board approved a $55,000 loan to 
Bent River, Inc. for working capital for a start-up restaurant business in The Dalles but the client 
has since decided not to pursue the loan.  The board also approved a $25,000 loan to All Seasons, 
LLC to start up a carpet cleaning and janitorial service, a $7,000 loan to Freeboard Designs, LLC to 
start up a high fashion clothing company in Hood River and a $250,000 loan to Honald Building, 
LLC for construction of nine long term apartment units on the second floor of a commercial 
building in The Dalles.  Amanda also reported that the board had denied a $320,000 loan to 
Discover Development. 
 
Amanda reported that staff  anticipates the early payoff  of E Plus 10 dba The Learning 
Farm Preschool  in the amount of approximately of $77,000 and an OIB loan client,  
Downey Sleep Center, in the amount of $35,000. 
 
Amanda reviewed highlights from her written report including: 

• She participated in talks with a representative drafting an Oregon clean energy fund 
proposal. He will be present at the next Columbia Gorge Bi-State Renewable Energy Zone 
meeting for discussion of the proposal and consideration of a working group member to join 
the development of the proposal.  

• Staff anticipates presenting a policy modification proposal in July to The Dalles Urban 
Agency Board. The request would remove the designation that “federally regulated and 
insured financial institution” are the only allowed lenders for the Loan Interest Subsidy 
Program. An unforeseen consequence from this restriction is that loans through economic 
development entities, government and non-profit lending programs (such as the Attainable 
Housing Fund) do not qualify for this program. 

• The public comment period for the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy closed 
on May 25, 2017.  

• A number of prioritized CEDS projects are making progress. Significant changes include 
Skamania County was selected by EPA for two brownfields assessment grants for a total 
$300,000 funding award. Carrie Pipinich provided assistance to the City of The Dalles in 
developing their Oregon Water Resources Department grant application for Dog River 
Pipeline.  

• Klickitat County approved their strategic economic development plan. MCEDD staff will be 
connecting with Klickitat County staff on mechanisms to support implementation of the 
plan.  

• Skamania County Economic Development will host a Pub Talk in June.  
• Carrie Pipinich worked with the Port of The Dalles to submit a proposal for technical 

assistance for the AgLAB food business building project to the University of Oregon’s EDA 
University Center to conduct a feasibility study and related research.  
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• Jessica Metta submitted a proposal to University of Oregon’s EDA University Center to 
support research into best practices and successful models in reutilization of rural schools.  

• In May the Hood River Economic Development Group toured the Port of Cascade Locks 
facilities, discussing recent business growth and future plans to spur business development. 
Amanda noted that the Renewal Workshop recently received a provisional award for 
incumbent workforce training funds through the East Cascades Workforce Investment Board 
to address their Industrial Sewing Training need. 

• The June Columbia Gorge Bi-State Renewable Energy Zone was led by board member Dana 
Peck and featured updates from the Government Affairs Specialist, David Van’t Hof with 
highlights on the PGE IRP, PacifiCorp IRP and California markets status.  

• MCEDD has received confirmation from the Washington State Department of 
Transportation of funding for the next biennium. Staff is meeting with ODOT staff in June 
to discuss their process.  

• Amanda noted that while September is still a number of months away, staff is beginning the 
process of checking in with entities regarding board reappointments for positions that will 
term out in August.  

• Amanda also reported in addition to a brief photo summary, she will provide a debrief of the 
month long Marshall Memorial Fellowship exchange and potential applications within the 
MCEDD region, including a small grant option and the blog post submitted to GMF.  

 
Deputy Director Jessica Metta reported that Margaret Totten, a senior at Hood River Valley High 
School, was selected to receive the 2017 Corwin Hardham Memorial Scholarship.   She also 
reported that around 700 seventh graders from the Gorge's five counties attended the fourth annual 
STEM Career Day to learn about local jobs in STEM and the educational pathways to reach those 
jobs. Oregon Governor Kate Brown was present to welcome students in the morning.  Jessica 
reported that the next GTA event scheduled for June 19th will feature Diamler automous trucks. 
She noted that Kary Schaefer, General Manager of Marketing and Strategy for Daimler Trucks 
North America, will discuss the breakthroughs Daimler is bringing to the transport industry. The 
presentation begins at 7 pm at Columbia Center for the Arts in Hood River.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Per ORS 192.660 (e) Real Property Transactions, the MCEDD Executive Committee moved into 
Executive Session at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Regular session was reconvened at 5:17 p.m. 
 
ADJOURN:  Meeting adjourned at 5:17 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sherry Bohn, MCEDD Office Administrator 


