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Overview

. WSDOT's Highways and Local Programs
Who are we and what do we do?

Il. Biking and Walking for Transportation
What are the trends?

lll. Complete Streets Policy and Funding
What's new in Washington?

I\VV. Challenges and Opportunities
What are some remaining ehaltenges opportunities?



. WSDOT Local Programs

We provide educational, technical, and financial support with
federal oversight to local customers to help them achieve their
transportation goals...

* We are stewards of federal transportation funding

* We provide technical expertise and services related to
federal and state requirements.

* We promote cooperative planning and partnerships.




WSDOT’s Local Programs Division

» Pavement Services

* Traffic Services

» Bridge Technical Services

« Community Design Assistance
* Environmental Services
 Training

« Safe Routes to Schools

e Scenic Byways




Community Design Assistance

--Pedestrian and bicycle safety and mobility
--School zone and walk route design

--Trail and path design

--Developing scenic byways

--Context sensitive and sustainable
transportation design,

--Workshops and mediation services

--Research

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/TA/Operations/LocalPlanning /

Morton Sidewalk Re-design

Moses Lake Elementary Walking School Bus

South Bend Economic Development Planning




Il. Biking and Walking for Transportation

What are the trends?

» Bicycling and walking are on the rise.
— Bicycle commuting up 75% over last 10 years

— Bicycling is 6% of all commute trips in WA and 10% of all trips in
the Puget Sound

* There is potential for a lot more biking and walkin g.

— Half of all trips are less than 3 miles, yet 80% of these are made
by car.

 Washington has a good safety record, but must do be tter.

— 70% of pedestrian fatalities occur in urban areas, 62% of these
on local arterials with speeds over 35mph, 38% of these on
State Highways.

* The public overwhelmingly supports building safe pl aces to
bike and walk.

— WSDOT survey conducted in 2008

Source: WSDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan



Focusing on Urban and Urbanizing Areas

2000-2007 Washington Traffic Fatalities

By Person Type and Urban-Rural Classification

Rural/Urban
PERSON TYPE Rural Urban Total (%)

Driver 2,051 1,049 3,100 66.2 / 33.8
Passenger 857 399 1,256 68.2/31.8
Pedestrian 135 412 547 24.7175.3

Bicyclist 28 49 77 36.4/63.6
TOTAL 3,071 1,909 4,980 61.6 / 38.4

Source: FARS



Where are people walking?

REGIONAL CENTERS

Household Location: INSIDE OUTSIDE INSIDE OUTSIDE
Work Location: INSIDE INSIDE OUTSIDE OUTSIDE
Drive Alone 38.3% 70.8% 81.% 84.9%
Carpool 7.9% 7.9% 7.4% 9.3%
BUS 25.2% 16.1% 8.8% 2.0%
BICYCLE 3.0% 2.1% 1.9% 1.4%
WALK 25.5% 2.4% 0.4% 1.8%
OTHER 0.0% 0.7% 0.0% 0.6%
TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100%

Source: Puget Sound Regional Council




BY THE NUMBERS
25

communities involved in the statewide count

156

count locations across the state

16,695

bicyclists and pedestrians counted in Seattle
alone

28,174

pedestrians and bicyclists counted in 2008

47,656

bicyclists and pedestrians counted in 2027 to
reach the State goal

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/bike/Count.htm



Washington’s Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan

Some Good News...

 Washington State
recognized as #1 Bicycling
State in America for the
second year in a row!

« WSDOT conducing
statewide bicycle and
pedestrian counts

« WSDOT completed
Washington’s Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan - 2008-2027




IIl. Livable Communities
Policy & Funding

What is new in Washington & elsewhere?



Milestones in Federal Policy

Federal Highway Administration Issues Livable
Communities Policy, June 2009
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2009/dot8009.htm

USDOT Policy on Biking and Walking, March 2010
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2010/bicycle-ped.html

FHWA applies Livable Communities criteria to all
discretionary grant programs:

--Provide more transportation choices.
--Promote equitable, affordable housing.
--Enhance economic competitiveness.
--Support existing communities.

--Coordinate policies and leverage investment.
--Value communities and neighborhoods.



Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety & Mobillity

 Manual for Uniform Traffic Control

update to include:

— Sharrow

— Bike Boxes

— Hawk Signals

— Green Bike Lanes

— New Requirements for Pedestrian Push

Buttons

« AASHTO updating bicycle and
pedestrian guides:

— Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities

— Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of
Pedestrian Facilities

 ADA Guidance

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/LocalPrograms/Planning/ada.htm




Milestones In State Policy

WSDOT Livable Communities Policy, 2000
CSS Executive Order, 2003

Gray Notebook, 2003

Design Guidance and Training, 2005

— Understanding Flexibility in Transportation, Washington

State Funding for Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety, 2005
AASHTO Environmental Excellence Award, 2006

— Best Organizational Integration of Context Sensitive Design
State Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan adopted, 2008
Project Scoping Process Update, Current

ADA Policy Development, Current

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/LocalPrograms/Planning/ada.htm



WSDOT Context Sensitive Design Policy

“Transportation projects are planned and designed
not only to meet specific transportation objectives,
but also for their effects on the:

e aesthetic,

* social,

e economic,

e environmental

values, needs, constraints and opportunities in a
larger community setting.”

- WSDOT’s Context Sensitive Design Policy, Executive Order E 1028.00



WSDOT Grant Programs —
Safe Routes to School

Purpose — To address pedestrian and bicycle mobility
and safety near schools, through engineering,
education, encouragement and enforcement.

Process — Call for projects once every two years.
Report with prioritized list of projects is provided to the
legislature by December 15th of even years.

Results — $17 million has been made available for 60
projects. Improved walking and biking conditions for
123 schools and approximately 43,000 children.

2010 Call for projects currently open through May 3rd




WSDOT Grant Programs —
Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety

Purpose — To address the nearly 400 statewide fatal
and injury crashes involving pedestrian and bicycles
each year.

Process — Call for projects once every two years.
Report with prioritized list of projects is provided to the
legislature by December 15" of even years.

Results — $22 million has been made available for 62
projects from the over $92 million in requests.

2010 Call for projects currently open through May 10th




WSDOT Grant Programs —
National Scenic Byways

Purpose — Preserve and enhance resources
associated with the State’s Scenic and
Recreational Highways.

Process — Call for projects once every two

years. Report with prioritized list of projects is
provided to Federal Highway Administration.

Results — Since 1992, Washington state has
received over $24 million for projects that
preserve and enhance Washington’s Scenic

Byways. The grants have been used for traveler

services, historic preservation, corridor
management plans; and safety upgrades

Final prioritization of 2010 projects — 12 projects
totaling $5 million in requests received. These
projects leverage over $4 million in local
resources.




Other Grant Opportunities...

Traffic Safety Grants

Transportation Enhancement Grants
National Recreational Trails Program
Washington Scenic Byways Program

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/bike/otherfunding.htm



Ill.  Remaining Ghallerges—
Opportunities

* Resistance to Change

e Tight Budgets

e No Staff Resources



Resistance to Change...

Who Said This?

“...the possible benefits of

required seat belts would not
justify the costs to the
manufacturers and the public.”



National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, 1970

“...the possible benefits of

required seat belts would not
justify the costs to the
manufacturers and the public.”

1970



This change Is taking place In cities
across the US



Success depends on partnerships...

Partnerships both formal and informal, along
with...

Community Support & Policy Framework



























Another Resource:
Washington Chapter of APA’s

Through Community Planning Assistance Teams

the Washington Chapter of the American Planning
Association provides communities (cities, towns or
neighborhoods) no-cost assistance of professional

planners and other specialists in solving problems or
resolving issues.

www.washington-apa.org/programs/CPAT



Community Design Research

Livable Communities Research

Impacting Venhicle Miles Traveled (VMT) through Coordinated
Transportation Investments (Ongoing)

Safe Routes to Schools Pooled Fund Study (Ongoing)

Main Street Highways: Project Development Research (2009)
Pedestrian Safety Treatments (2007)

Pedestrian Safety: Severity Model (2007)

Older Road User Behavioral Analysis - SR7 (2006)
Landscaped Median on Urban Roadways Evaluation (2006)
Transportation Efficient Landuse Mapping Index (2005)



WSDOT Resources...

WSDOT’s Community Design and Bicycle and Pedestrian Websites
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/TA/Operations/LocalPlanning
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Bike

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Walk

Washington’s Safe Routes Website
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/bike/Safe_Routes.htm

University of Washington TRAC Website
http://depts.washington.edu/trac

Contact WSDOT Community Design Assistance:

Paula Reeves Charlotte Claybrooke

Community Design Assistance Manager  Safe Routes to Schools Coordinator
Reevesp@WSDOT.WA.GOV ClaybrC@WSDOT.WA.GOV
360-705-7258 360-705-7302

lan Macek Ed Spilker

Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator Scenic Byways Coordinator
Maceki@WSDOT.WA.GOV Spilker@WSDOT.WA.GOV

360-705-7596 360-705-7387



